
 

BARLOW'S TROUPES 

 
BARLOW'S EARLY MINSTREL-TROUPE CONNECTION 
 

BARLOW AND THE ETHIOPIAN SERENADERS. 1851.  London.    
In 1851 on May 19th Barlow performed at the Cremorne Gardens, London, 

as "American Barlow" with Gilbert Pell and Brandon Ledger.  They were 
billed as the Original Ethiopian Serenaders.  Neither Ledger nor Barlow is 

listed anywhere, so far as I've found, among the men of Pell's troupe.  
However, Barlow's songbook Number 7 is titled,  

                                       AMERICAN BARLOW  
                                                  AND  

                                      THE ETHIOPIAN SERENADERS  
                                                 POPULAR AND  

                                         CELEBRATED NEGRO SONGS.      
The illustration on the cover is the one used on songbooks and posters of 

Pell's troupe.  This is a drawing which has signatures below each performer.  
They are: Gilbert Pell, George Harrington, William White, Moody Stanswood, 

& Francis Germon.  Barlow's picture is not on there.  There is no date on 
this publication but Barlow's songbooks were up to number 4 in 1851.  He 

went to Australia late in 1852.  
In 1851 Barlow was well established as a popular entertainer he would have 

been better known in London than Pell and his Ethiopian Serenaders.  

 

BARLOW'S TROUPES 
Barlow was primarily a solo performer but he sometimes organised his own 

troupes of support artists.  The stories of individual troupe-members follow 
this section.      

  

BARLOW'S SABLE MINSTRELS.  1853.   
Melbourne.  
They were:  

Barlow as leader  
Sig. Sivoris: Violin  

Brice: French concertina.  Singer  
Swinerton: Singer  

Dixon: Singer 
Scott: Singer. 

Barlow called the men of this troupe newly arrived.  He announced that they 
would be eight in number but only five are listed on the bills. This troupe 

performed at the Queen's Theatre, Melbourne on the 17th of September 



1853.  Then from September 22nd to the 24th at Mr Crowther's Rooms, The 

Terpsichorean Hall  -- top of Collins Street, between Russell and Stephen 
Streets.   

 

BARLOW'S BRASS BAND & HARMONICUS BROTHERS. 1855.   
Melbourne. 
No details have so far become available about this troupe except that in 
February 1855, in Creswick Victoria, "the Inimitable Barlow" was riding in an 

open van with a German band.  He was announcing his nightly shows in the 
area.  This troupe performed at Mr O'Shea's Grand Junction Hotel, St Kilda 

on the 2nd of September 1855 and on the 3rd at Astley's.  The Harmonicus 
Brothers is a name from an Indian folktale. 

 

BARLOW & JOE SMALL.   
1856-7.  Beechworth and Central Victoria.  
In Beechworth singer Joseph Small was employed by Barlow.  The pair 

toured the towns in the goldfields of North and Central Victoria.   
 

RAINER & BARLOW 1861.  
This duo seemed to be an equal relationship but for continuity it is placed 

here.  
During 1861 John Cragin Rainer and Barlow performed as a duo, in the 

towns of Central Victoria.  These included: Ballarat, Linton, Smythesdale, 

Carngham Creswick, Beaufort, Castlemaine, and Clunes.   
Before this in February 1853 Barlow appeared, as a guest, on a program 

with Rainer's Ethiopian Serenaders at the Mechanics Institution, Great 
Collins Street Melbourne.  John Cragin Rainer arrived with his troupe in 

Sydney, Australia in September 1852.  The same month and year that 
Barlow arrived in Melbourne.   

 

BARLOW, PAUL MAXEY, & WALTER HOWSON. 
1864. Ballarat.   
For a short season Barlow and Paul Maxey (Max Irwin)  performed as a duo.  
For a few performances they were joined by Walter Howson.  

 

BARLOW'S MINSTRELS OF THE MOON.  
1864. Ballarat.  Melbourne.  Sydney.  
They were: 

Barlow as leader: Bah-Low 
Paul Maxey: Maks He 

Walter Howson: How Song.  
  



The Minstrels of the Moon played actual Chinese instruments.   

Barlow formed this troupe in Ballarat in 1864.  On one occasion there they 
were joined by D. Symons as Sy Moons.  Symonds was celebrating his third 

year as the lessee of the Theatre Royal in Ballarat. 
Barlow took the Minstrels of the Moon to Melbourne where he led the 

Campbell Minstrels for a short season.  At this time the Minstrels of the 
Moon performed as a troupe-within-a-troupe.  Barlow then took the 

Campbell Minstrels and The Minstrels of the Moon to Sydney leaving Paul 
Maxey in Melbourne.  George Chittendon played with the Minstrels of the 

Moon in Sydney on at least one occasion.   
After Barlow left Sydney, for a tour in England, the Campbell Minstrels 

continued touring in New South Wales and Queensland.  Walter Howson 
took on the leadership of the troupe.  In April 1865, on at least two 

occasions in the Maitland area, they performed as The Minstrels of the Moon. 
   

BARLOW AND HIS CAMPBELL'S MINSTRELS. 1864 
July in Melbourne.   
They were:   
Barlow, as leader 

Paul Maxey   
Walter Howson 

Richard "Dick" Sanford 
Vincent Templeton 

Horace Bent 
George Chittendon 

Louis Braham 
Agent: Chauncy Presley. 

 
Barlow's performances on the same bill were listed as Drawing-room 

Entertainments.  On the same programs Barlow also led Barlow's Minstrels 

of the Moon. 
 

BARLOW AND HIS CAMPBELL'S MINSTRELS. 1864 
July & August in Sydney. 
They were:   

Barlow as leader 
Horace Bent 

Walter Howson 
Vincent Templeton  

Louis Braham 
George Chittendon who also played Chinese instruments with the Minstrels 

of the Moon.  
Oaten was mentioned once. 



Agent: D. H. Lamb. 

 
For more about the Campbell Minstrels see also: Minstrel Troupes with 

Connections to Barlow. 
 

THE BARLOW TROUPE. 1871.  

New Zealand. 
Barlow as leader  

George Bromley 
Charles Holly  

Thomas Buckley   
John Christie.  Christie was mentioned once in New Zealand. 

Horace "Billy" Bent joined the troupe, along with Nick La Feuillade, just 
before it was disbanded in August.   

La Feuillade was listed as Musical Director of the Barlow Troupe on the 1st of 

August.  On August the 2nd he refused to play an encore after his violin 
solo.  No reason is given but the reporter thought it noteworthy.  On 

August 4th Barlow abruptly dissolved the partnership and the group split 
three ways.  See Minstrel Troupes with Connections to Barlow.  

Barlow continued touring as a solo act.  There is evidence that this was not 
a harmonious parting.  However Barlow formed a troupe with Holly and 

Buckley the next year. 
 

THE BARLOW TROUPE 1872 

Tasmania in April.  Bendigo in May.  Adelaide in June and July 
They were: 

Barlow as leader 
Thomas Buckley 

Charles Holly 
Jeffrey 

 

THE BARLOW TROUPE 1874  
Sydney in July  
They were: 

Barlow as leader 
Professor Goulston:  Pianist  

Miss Adelaide Stoneham. Actor. Singer. Comedian. 
Mr Harry Stoneham.: Actor. Singer.  Comedian. Brother of Adelaide. 

 

THE GREAT BARLOW TROUPE  1874  

Tasmania in November. 
They were: 
Barlow as leader  



Professor Hennicki: The Wizard.   

Professor Goulston: Instrumentalist 
 

THE BARLOW TROUPE 1874-1875 
Adelaide in December 1874 & January 1875    

They were: 

Barlow as leader 
Professor Hennicki: The Wizard of the East. 

The Brothers Franks: Dave & Charles.  Dancers. 
 

THE PERFORMERS IN BARLOW'S TROUPES 
 
Joseph Small  
was a song-writer and a singer with a good bass voice capable of singing 

opera.  His best known character, with song, was The Unfortunate Man,  a 
downtrodden Irishman.  

English-born Joseph Small came to Sydney, Australia at the age of five 
years, in 1836.  After working as a farmhand and shearer in Victoria, Small 

became a digger at Beechworth.  Small, in his autobiography, credits Barlow 
with giving him his first real start.  Small had briefly joined the New Orleans 

Minstrels in Beechworth.  J.C. Rainer was the leader of this Minstrel Troupe.  
Barlow engaged Small, as a singer, for a tour of the Central Victorian 

goldfields.  Here is the relevant paragraph from Small's diary.  It is not 

dated but I believe it to be late 1856 into 1857.  
From: The New Zealand & Australian Songster containing a collection of 

comic songs/ Written and sung by J. Small.  To which is added extracts 
from his diary on the Australian goldfields by Joe Small 

"Barlow the inimitable vocal and instrumental performer visited the diggings 
(Beechworth) for the purpose of giving a series of his unrivalled 

entertainments.  He heard me sing and made me an offer of 6 pounds a 
week for three months to travel with him round the country, which I 

accepted.  After finishing in Beechworth we performed at the various towns 
on the road until we reached the far-famed Bendigo Diggings.  Here Barlow 

received news which compelled him to repair to his home, a snug little farm 
on the banks of the Colliban River (in Maldon); so we broke the engagement 

by mutual consent." 
Barlow is not mentioned again and the diary finishes just after this extract.  

There are several programs that show Small performing with Barlow in 

Melbourne as well as in Central Victoria.   
Small subsequently became friends with Charles Thatcher and toured New 

Zealand with him.   Small performed with The Nathan Troupe in New 
Zealand during 1866.  He acted in plays with them and was the tutor of 

four-year-old Marion Nathan.  The troupe consisted of a family of five 



children and their mother. 

Small was greatly loved in New Zealand and his early death was sadly 
mourned there.  He died, on the 15th of December 1875, from "disease of 

the heart and enlargement of the liver."  He was buried at sea out of 
Singapore on his way home to New Zealand.  He had become such a 

favourite that the stewards and gentlemen passengers had sat up with him 
all the nights of his last voyage. 

  

John Gragin Rainer (Born 1820 in New York.  Died in 1889 in Melbourne, 

Australia).  Came from San Francisco to Sydney in 1852 as the leader of 

Rainer's Original Ethiopian Serenaders.  He performed, with his troupe, in 
Melbourne from 1853.  He became manager of the Theatre Royal 

Castlemaine in 1857.  Rainer and Barlow performed as a duo in 1861 in 
Central Victoria.  Barlow also played the Theatre Royal in Castlemaine.   

 

Max Irwin also known as Paul Maxey.  
Maxey was a minstrel performer who was a dancer, singer, comic actor, a 

stump speech orator.  He played the parts of Mr Bones or Mr Tambo in 
minstrel troupes.  His original solo character was "Slim Jim".  Maxey played 

Slim Jim for "upwards of 400 nights at Barnum's Museum in New York."  
Barlow played a female character, Lucinda Snow, as Slim Jim's partner in 

the duo sketch called De Ball's a-Going On.     
From Burnt Cork and Tambourines:  

"Paul Maxey, real name Max Irwin, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio.  He was 
the brother of the actor Seldon Irwin.  (Born 1833 JH.)  He first appeared in 

New York with Wood’s Minstrels. He was married to Augusta Lameraux, 
danseuse, in Philadelphia, August 19, 1859. He went to Australia in 1862, 

where he died on August 9, 1864, in Adelaide."  
This death date is incorrect.  A correction was printed in Adelaide several 

days later but this correction went unnoticed.  Printed sources still give the 

wrong date for Maxey's death.  A Sydney newspaper reported Maxey's 
death there on the 30th of August 1865. 

On the 28th of July 1863 Max Irwin arrived in Melbourne from California with 
Edward Harvey.  They called themselves the Original Campbell Minstrels.  

It is noted that there are only two members of the original troupe: Max Irwin 
and Edward Harvey.  They also claim to be part of a company of twenty 

years standing.  This would seem to be an exaggeration.  However, there 
was an American  troupe using the name, Original Campbell Minstrels, 

formed by John Campbell in 1847.   
Neither Max Irwin nor Edward Harvey appear under this entry in Burnt Cork 

and Tambourines.  Irwin is listed in America, in several contemporary 
sources, as being a member of the Campbell Minstrels.  He went in and out 

of several minstrel troupes, in America before 1863.   
Max Irwin was calling himself Paul Maxey by September 1863, and he 



continued to use that name. 

After his arrival in Melbourne in July 1863 Maxey and the Campbell Minstrels 
toured in Victoria and South Australia until April 1864.   

Maxey and Barlow performed as a duo in Ballarat in April 1864.  Walter 
Howson joined Barlow and Maxey here to form Barlow's 

troupe-within-a-troupe called, The Minstrels of the Moon.  They played 
actual Chinese instruments.  At this time Maxey was named as the leader of 

the Campbell Minstrels. He, and the Campbell Minstrels, then joined Barlow 
for a short season in Melbourne.  Maxey left the troupe before they went to 

Sydney in July of that year. 
On the 27th of October 1864, in Melbourne, Maxey was declared insolvent.  

He cited illness and inability to perform and pressure of creditors as the 
cause. His liabilities were, # 54. 6s.  His assets were #3.  Maxey died in 

Sydney in August 1865.  
 

Edward Harvey came to Melbourne, from California, with Max Irwin (Paul 

Maxey) on the 28th of July 1863.  They claimed to be original members of 
the Campbell Minstrels.  In Victoria and South Australia Harvey continued to 

perform with the Campbell Minstrels, under the leadership of Paul Maxey.  
In July 1864 he left the Campbell Minstrels, in Melbourne, to join the Christy 

Minstrels.  With them he toured in South Australia.   
On September 12th 1864 the Christy Minstrels began a farewell season in 

Melbourne "prior to their return to England". 

In February 1865 there was an E. Harvey performing with the Brown & 
Collins Christy Minstrels.  This troupe was newly arrived from a tour of 

India, Java and China.   
In 1867 Harvey and Anthony Nish were performing together in Western 

Australia.  It is noted that they are "formerly of the Christy Minstrels."    
In December 1874 Harvey is said, by the New York Clipper, to be currently 

with, Minstrel-leader, Hugh Dougherty in the Diamond Fields, in the Cape of 
Good Hope, South Africa.  Also with Dougherty at this time was the minstrel 

Louis Braham, late of the Campbell Minstrels. 
See also the section on Minstrel Troupes with Connections to Barlow. 

 

Walter Howson, billed as Master Walter Howson, performed in Sydney in 

1848 with some of his extended family.  He sang De Blue-tail Fly. The 

Howson family were singers and musicians.  English brothers -- Frank, John, 
and Henry -- had come to Tasmania, with their families in 1842.  In 1850 

Walter joined Frank Howson and others as The Ohio Serenaders.  Walter 
played bones and also sang.  

In October of 1863 the Howson family had just completed a season in 
Ballarat.  Paul Maxey, of the Campbell Minstrels, began performing there  

in September 1863. Barlow began performing there in January 1864.  
Howson first connects with Barlow in April 1864, in Ballarat.  Barlow and 



Maxey were performing together when Barlow formed his troupe called the 

Minstrels of the Moon.  They were:  Barlow, Paul Maxey, and Walter 
Howson.  From Ballarat the troupe went to Melbourne for a short season 

under the name of Barlow and the Campbell Minstrels.  The Minstrels of the 
Moon performed as a troupe-with-in-a-troupe.   

In August 1864 Barlow and the Campbell Minstrels, minus Paul Maxey and 
Edward Harvey, went to Sydney.  Barlow left the troupe in late August  to 

tour in England and Howson became the leader of the Campbell Minstrels.   
See also the section on Minstrel Troupes with Connections to Barlow.  

After Barlow left for England, Howson used the name Minstrels of the Moon, 
at least twice.  He also performed the character Slim Jim which was Paul 

Maxey's speciality.   
In Western Australia, in 1869, Howson lead a troupe called The Rocky 

Mountain Wonders.  See details under that name. 
On Easter Monday 1875 there was a bold and cheeky decarceration of six 

Fenians from Fremantle Prison, Western Australia.  The American ship, the 

Catalpa, sailed into Fremantle during the Perth Regatta and made off with 
the prisoners.  I don't know whether or not Walter Howson was there at the 

time of the incident, but he did at some point write and sing a catchy and 
enduring topical song.  It had an easy, rousing chorus that everybody sang: 

 
Come all you screws, warders, and gaolers 

Remember Perth Regatta Day. 
Mind all of the rest of your Fenians 

Or the Yankees will take them away.  
 

(Ref: Perth Western Mail June 2nd. 1916) 
 

As often happened, this song which was known to everyone in Perth for 
decades, was forgotten until the folk revival of the 1960s when it was 

resurrected as "traditional".   

Minstrel banjo player and singer, Walter Howson wrote The Catalpa.  
 

Charles Holly was born in America.  He died in Sydney in 1890 at the age 

of 43.  He was a founding member of Emerson, Allen, & Manning's 

Minstrels.  This troupe formed in June 1868 in America and included Harry 
Kelly.  Holly was a minstrel, a female impersonator, a dancer, a singer, a 

banjo player, and an actor.  Holly and Harry Kelly came to Sydney, in 

January 1869, with Frank Hussey.  In June of that year, along with Hussey 
and Kelly, he joined the big troupe of Weston and Hussey in Melbourne.  

Holly and Kelly performed as a duo until Kelly returned to America sometime 
after 1872.  Holly teamed up with Thomas Buckley around 1871.  As a duo 

they specialized in dancing and in performing "Negro acts".  Their dances 
included the Golden Shoe Dance, and the Pedestal Dance.   



Holly and Buckley were members of Barlow's troupe in New Zealand in 1871.  

Also in Tasmania, Bendigo, and South Australia in 1872. 
In August 1872 Holly, along with Thomas Buckley, joined The Magnet Troupe 

in Melbourne.  The Magnet Troupe were: acrobats Miss Lottie; the brothers 
Frank and Victor; Fanny Sara the double-voiced singer. Other members 

came and went over time.  Holly, Buckley and the Magnet Troupe toured in 
New Zealand after appearing in Sydney.  

 

Thomas Francis Buckley was a jig dancer and eccentric shoe-dancer, a 

singer, and an actor.  He played banjo, Irish pipes, and drum.   

    An article in the Advocate, from Tasmania on the 11th of January 1919, 
is based on information provided by Buckley.  The occasion, on January 1st, 

was a celebration for Buckley for his 60th year on stage.  He was currently 
with the Allen Doone Theatre Company which he had joined in 1908.  He 

was presented with a gold shamrock, set with an emerald, from the 
Company.  The article gives the following information: 

Buckley was born in Athlone, Ireland and was taken to America at the age of 
nine.  During the Civil War he served as a drummer boy.  He came to 

Australia in 1865.   
    On April 5th 1869 the South Australian Register says Buckley is "lately 

arrived from New York" along with Tommy Peel and Mr Hammond.     
An article on the website Australian and New Zealand Civil War Veterans 

gives 1862 as Buckley's arrival date in Australia.  However, the same article 

gives Buckley's quote, "...when the war was over I returned to the stage."  
Does this suggest the later date?  The War didn't end until 1865.  This 

article states that he was born in December 1841 and that he began 
performing as a minstrel in the 1850s.  During the Civil War he served as a 

drummer-boy, with the Massachusetts 11th Infantry.  He was at Battle of 
Bull Run.  This poses a question about Buckley's age.   

I'm inclined to take off ten years.  Could it be that Buckley was born 
in 1851, taken to America in 1860, became a drummer boy in 1862 

and died at 86 years of age not 96?  
    In Australia, from around 1871, Charles Holly and Thomas Buckley 

began performing as a duo, specializing in dancing and in performing "Negro 
acts".  Their dances included the Golden Shoe Dance and the Pedestal 

Dance.   
Buckley and Holly were members of Barlow's troupe in New Zealand in 1871.  

Also in Tasmania, Bendigo, and South Australia in 1872.    

In August 1872 Buckley, along with Charles Holly, joined The Magnet Troupe 
in Melbourne.  The Magnet Troupe were: acrobats Miss Lottie; the brothers 

Frank and Victor; Fanny Sara the double-voiced singer. Other members 
came and went over time.  Holly, Buckley and the Magnet Troupe toured in 

New Zealand after appearing in Sydney.  
    Thomas Buckley died in Lidcombe, New South Wales in 1937.  He was 



said to have been ninety-six.  Buckley's name was mistakenly given as 

George Buckley in many newspaper articles referring to his death.  This was 
another Civil War veteran unconnected with Thomas Buckley.  To 

complicate things further Buckley's burial records seem to have become 
confused with the name Coghlan.  John Coghlan was an Irish piper who 

lived and performed in Sydney in the 1880s.  His connection with Buckley is 
unknown.  

At Buckley's request his Civil War drum was buried with him.  It had all its 
original straps and, except for a bullet-hole in the vellum, it was in perfect 

condition.  He and the drum had never been parted.     
   

Harry Kelly was a dancer and singer.  He didn't perform with Barlow but 

he is a key player in the Barlow story.  He was a founding member of 
Emerson, Allen, & Manning's Minstrels.  This troupe formed in June 1868, in 

America, and included Charles Holly.  Kelly and Holly performed together as 
dancers before Holly and Thomas Buckley became a duo. Kelly and Holly 

were members of Frank Hussey's Minstrel Troupe when they came to Sydney 
in 1869.  In June of that year, along with Hussey and Holly, he joined the 

big troupe of Weston and Hussey in Melbourne.    
    In May 1871 Kelly was with Emerson's California Minstrels in Sydney.  

Kelly was in New Zealand in August 1871 when Barlow's Troupe disbanded.  
He was leading the big troupe called the American Excelsior Minstrels.  

Charles Holly joined them at this time.  An advertisement for Barlow's 

Troupe in Tasmania in 1872 included Kelly's name.  However he was 
replaced by a performer named as Jeffrey. 

Kelly left Australia for the Cape in April of 1875.  He was in London in 
September of that year.  He was admitted into an insane asylum in America 

in 1878.  Frank Hussey, at this time, was trying to locate Kelly's family 
through a letter submitted to he New York Clipper.  The article was 

reprinted in Australian newspapers.  Frank Hussey said that Kelly told him 
he was born in Belfast and raised in Liverpool.  Hussey said that when Kelly 

was in Australia he sent money home to his mother by every steamer.  

 
George Bromley.   
Bromley was called: "Australian".  "Comic singer".  "Polyphonist".  He was 
a clever actor of many characters including female ones.  Bromley was part 

of Barlow's "talented company of first-class Artists" performing at the 
Polytechnic Hall, Melbourne in March 1871.  He then joined Barlow's Troupe 

touring in New Zealand in 1871.   

 

John Christie  
joined Barlow's Troupe for a performance in New Zealand in 1871.  He was 
billed as a baritone singer, a banjo player, and a "Sam Yeen performer".  A 



Sam Yeen is a Chinese Violin.  Some references call it a Guitar.  

 

Nick La Feuillade.  
Violinist.  Musical arranger.  Composer.  He came to Australia with Joe 
Brown's Christy's Minstrels in December 1865.   

La Feuillade claimed to have composed The Golden Shoe Dance performed 
by Harry Kelly and by Charles Holly.  La Feuillade joined the troupe of 

Weston and Hussey in Melbourne in June 1869.  He came into Barlow's 

Troupe in New Zealand in 1871, just before the partnership was dissolved.  
He was listed as musical director of the Barlow troupe on the 1st of August.  

On 2nd of August he refused to play an encore after playing a violin solo.  
No reason is given.  On August the 4th Barlow abruptly dissolved the 

partnership in a published letter to the newspaper.  He declared he was not 
to be held responsible for debts incurred by the troupe.  The troupe split 

three ways.  Barlow continued touring, in New Zealand, as a solo act.  
There is evidence that this was not a harmonious parting.  However Barlow 

formed a troupe the next year using Charles Holly and Harry Kelly. 
 

Luscombe Searell (e) (1853-1907) had an adventurous and colourful life.  

He was a pianist, composer of comic operas, orchestra conductor, and 
theatre entrepreneur.  His story is easily found as long as it is revealed that 

he added an "e" to his name several years into his career.  A newspaper 
article from 1884 says, "Luscombe Searell, operatic composer and 

conductor, stands five feet above the level of the sea.  Nevertheless the 
number of hearts that man has broken __." (Ref: North Australian 14th of 

November 1884.  
The facts that are not noted in his biographies are Searell's connections with 

minstrel troupes.  He actually began his musical career in Barlow's Troupe 
of 1871.  Although it's true that he was already playing piano in church.  In 

July 1871 Master Luscombe Searell was billed as The Infant Thalberg, on a 

program with the Barlow Troupe.  (Sigismond Thalberg was a well-known 
pianist.)  The Barlow Troupe was performing at the Odd Fellows' Hall in 

Wellington, New Zealand.  Searell played solo piano.   
When the Barlow Troupe disbanded in August, Searell joined  the Star 

Polygraphic Company along with some of the minstrels from The Barlow 
Troupe.  The Star Polygraphic Company was: Nick La Feuillade, William 

Horace Bent, George Bromley, Thomas Buckley, and Master Luscombe 
Searell.   

By 1874 Searell had dropped the titles "Master" and "Infant".  He was, in 
Sydney, still performing with Nick La Feuillade.  

In 1877 he toured in New Zealand as the Hart and Searell Troupe.  In 
Nelson he gave a sarcastic speech about the meanness of the audience and 

their lack of appreciation of quality music. 
In June 1879 he was performing, in Brisbane, with the Kelly and Leon 



Company presenting Comic Operas.  They also gave Sacred Concerts 

"singing the Sacred Songs of the one-time Negro Slaves of America."  
Searell was the conductor of the orchestra, musical arranger, and  solo 

pianist.  In November 1879, the company went to Tasmania.  Here Searell 
had two acting parts.  Although the company performed comic operas there 

is no evidence that Searell had to sing.  One part was that of a 
piano-player.   

Around 1880 Searell added an "e" to his name and left minstrelsy for 
"legitimate" theatre.  He died, from cancer, in England in 1907. 

 

Horace "Billy" Bent  
William Horace Bent was born in Sydney in 1844.  His story can be seen at: 

bent-horace3.pdf.  This article doesn't give the details of the Campbell 
Minstrels with whom Bent was associated.  For the tangled story of the 

Campbell Minstrels in Australia, at least as they connect with Barlow,  see 
here under that heading.   

Bent was a minstrel who played "End Man" in a minstrel troupe line-up.  He 
was a singer, an actor, a teller of comic yarns, and a quick-change artist.  

He joined the Campbell Minstrels in Melbourne in 1863 and then toured with 
them in Ballarat and South Australia.  In 1864, with the Campbell Minstrels, 

he performed with Barlow in Melbourne and then in Sydney.  When Barlow 
left Sydney, for England, Bent continued touring with the Campbell 

Minstrels.   

Bent joined Barlow's Troupe, briefly, in New Zealand in 1871.  
 

ADELAIDE STONEHAM AND HENRY STONEHAM 
Adelaide Stoneham (1848-1931) and Henry Stoneham (1844-1905) were 

the children of Actress, Adelaide Cook.  They were actors, singers, and 
comedians.  From England the three toured together in India, Java, New 

Zealand, and Australia. They were in Australia, in 1860s and 70s,  

performing in various troupes and theatre companies.  Henry and his sister, 
Adelaide, often performed together.  Adelaide also performed alone, doing 

several characters with quick changes of costume.  Mother and daughter 
returned to England.  In 1881 there was a brief mention of Miss Adelaide 

Stoneham playing a "sweet-voiced, graceful, and sympathetic Ophelia." in a 
production of Hamlet at St Georges Hall, London.   

In 1886 there was news of the current adventures of Miss Adelaide 
Stoneham.  The Daily News in Perth, Western Australia, noted that she had 

taken to spangles and sawdust.    
"...She is appearing at Sanger's Amphitheatre in the moral play of the 

'Horse-stealer' and is announced as the 'celebrated Australian actress'.  A 
leading London daily thus delivers itself concerning the 'celebrated' one's 

acting: - 'Miss Stoneham, besides acquiring her histrionic experience in the 
colonies, seems to have there learned the art of managing the horse, for 



when, disguised as a boy and riding as a man, the actress dashes swiftly on 

the boards with her stolen steed, the ease and nonchalance displayed might 
suggest some previous practice on rugged roads through the Australian 

'bush'.' " 
The Perth reporter goes on to say that he remembers no such activity 

practiced, by Miss Stoneham, in Australia. 
(Ref. The Daily News, Perth. January 28th 1886.) 

In New Zealand the same story was reprinted with what seems to be rather 
more admiration and less sarcasm.  (Quite right too!).   

This is added: 
"... An escape by a rope ladder over the walls of her prison was also adroitly 

managed, and gained for her at the close of the second act an enthusiastic 
recall amidst peals of applause from a crowded pit and gallery." 

(Ref. Auckland Star January 23rd. 1886.)  
 

When Adelaide Cook died in England, in 1891, her daughter Adelaide was 

with her.   
Henry stayed in Australia where he continued acting.  He died in Melbourne 

in 1905.  
 

Professor Hennicki or Hennecki - The Wizard of the East was a 

conjurer, magician, illusionist, swallower of needles.  His name varies in 

spelling (Hennecker, Hennicky).  He was not the only magician using the 

title, Wizard of the East.   "Professor Hennecker" was performing in 
Melbourne in December 1869 when he was said to be well-known.  He 

joined the Barlow Troupe of 1874, in November, in Tasmania.  He continued 
performing with the troupe in Adelaide from December 1874 to January of 

1875.  The Professor used Barlow as the Taking Head during these tours.  
Barlow's head sang a comic song from the table, where it seemed to be 

resting, to the delight and amazement of the audiences.   
A Master Hennecki accompanied the troupe on this tour.   

Professor Hennicki toured in New Zealand in 1876.  In Wellington on August 
29th he was performing, for the third time, at the Theatre Royal.  He is last 

noted performing there at a Grand Matinee Performance on Saturday 
September 2nd 1876.   He was still performing in 1890 when he was said to 

have performed, at one time, before the Queen at Windsor Castle.  
Some of the Professor's acts were:  

Card Illusions Extraordinary. 

The Magic Telescope, by which the Wizard can see through the most opaque 
substance. 

Terpsichorean Crockery, or Enchanted Plates.  
The Wizard's Repast, or Needle Suppers.  

The Demon Drummer; or Tocsin of the Invincible. 
The Weird Umbrella, or Pistol Practice (a Diablo.) 



The Sphinx, or Talking Head. 

 
(References: Hobart Mercury, South Australian Register, South Australian 

Advertiser, New Zealand's Evening Post.)  
 

The Brothers Franks.  Dave and Charles Franks were blackface minstrels 

who were singers and dancers.  They joined Barlow's Troupe of 1874 in 

Adelaide.  This troupe had begun performances in Sydney at the beginning 

of June 1874.   Barlow picked up members, and left some behind, as they 
went on to Tasmania.  On December the 16th at the Theatre Royal in 

Adelaide, South Australia, the troupe was:  Barlow;  Professor Hennicki, 
Wizard of Wizards; The Brothers Franks.  

 


